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So the guests immediately left their places and
followed the musicians; they went down the
two terraces and entered a shrubbery arranged
as an open-air theatre by the help of canvas
back-drops.

The Due d'Ayen presented himself before the
king disguised as the god Pan, and paid him a
compliment, while Mme de Marchais represented
Flora, and Mme de Trusson Victory. After that
the spectators were delighted for half an hour by a
ballet, the music being by Lelio-Riccoboni, the
words by Blaize and the dances by Deshayes.

The children who had performed in this enter-
tainment led the company all along the prettily
illumined canal, where floated a gondola lit up
with countless coloured lights; the pure, cold
night air, the calm of the surroundings, the fairy
lights reflected in the limpid water, all reminded
one of a fairy-story that must come to life.

After going into a little wood Louis XV was
complimented once more by M. de La Salle attired
as a shepherd. Masks and dominoes were distri-
buted to each of the guests, the children were
disguised as pierrots, and the company made its
way into a huge ballroom, most ingeniously
arranged in the midst of the forest. The king did
not want to dance, but stayed till three o'clock in
the morning, so obviously satisfied that the marquise
was well rewarded for her efforts.

Such outlets were indispensable. Louis XV was
grateful to Mme de Pompadour for ceaselessly
searching new diversions for him, dispelling his
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